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not acceptable, and we can and must do 
better. 

The strong economy led by President 
Trump has created more jobs than 
there are Americans to fill them, and 
we want to encourage legal immigra-
tion not only to fill a need, but also be-
cause immigrants create a stronger 
America. After all, without legal immi-
gration, my great-grandfather, Fran-
cisco Spano, would not have immi-
grated here from Italy, and I would not 
be standing before this House today. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this House 
to come together to avert another 
shutdown, continue growing our econ-
omy, and push for an immigration sys-
tem that is fair, just, and inclusive for 
all. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

(Mr. WATKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor Black History Month. 

Kansas is no stranger to the fight for 
equality. At times in our Nation’s his-
tory, Kansas has led the charge. 

Bloody Kansas was a series of violent 
civil confrontations, in the 1850s, sur-
rounding slavery. Brown v. Topeka 
Board of Education helped end racial 
segregation. 

In 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
chose Kansas to deliver his speech, ti-
tled, ‘‘The Future of Integration.’’ In 
that speech, he said that, if democracy 
is to live, segregation must die. 

Let us strive to live up to his mem-
ory; let us strive to come together; and 
let us choose greatness. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 7, 2019. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 7, 2019, at 11:11 a.m.: 

Appointments: 

Joint Committee on Taxation. 

Members of the Senate Finance Committee 
as Congressional Advisers. 

John C. Stennis Center for Public Service 
Training and Development. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 840, VETERANS’ ACCESS 
TO CHILD CARE ACT; PROVIDING 
FOR ADOPTION OF H. RES. 86, 
PROVIDING AMOUNTS FOR THE 
EXPENSES OF THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
AND THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON THE MODERNIZATION OF 
CONGRESS; AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO 
SUSPEND THE RULES 
Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 105 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 105 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 840) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide 
child care assistance to veterans receiving 
certain medical services provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 116-3. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

SEC. 2. House Resolution 86 is hereby 
adopted. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time 
through the legislative day of February 15, 
2019, for the Speaker to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules as though 
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or 
her designee shall consult with the Minority 

Leader or his designee on the designation of 
any matter for consideration pursuant to 
this section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WOODALL), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to revise and 
extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, on 

Wednesday, the Rules Committee met 
and reported a rule, House Resolution 
105, providing for consideration of H.R. 
840, the Veterans’ Access to Child Care 
Act, under a structured rule. 

The rule provides for 1 hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

The rule makes in order 21 amend-
ments, each debatable for 10 minutes. 
The rule also provides for adoption of 
H. Res. 86, a resolution providing in-
terim funding for our two new select 
committees. 

Lastly, the rule provides suspension 
authority through next Friday, Feb-
ruary 15. 

Mr. Speaker, the Veterans’ Access to 
Child Care Act would make permanent 
the VA’s childcare pilot program, al-
lowing more veterans to access cost- 
free childcare when they receive men-
tal or other intensive healthcare treat-
ment through the VA. 

A nearly identical piece of legislation 
passed in the House last year under a 
Republican majority with bipartisan 
cosponsors and without objection. It is 
my hope that this Congress will sup-
port these efforts to make it easier for 
our brave servicemembers to get the 
care they need while supporting their 
families. 

Millions of working families across 
the Nation are struggling to afford the 
rising cost of childcare. Families in my 
own State of New York often pay up-
wards of $15,000 each year to place one 
child in a childcare center. Some par-
ents may find themselves owing their 
entire salary each month to provision 
of daycare. This cost can be so debili-
tating that parents are being driven 
out of the workforce—many of them 
women. 

For veterans, these struggles can be 
even more acute. Many veterans are 
primary caregivers to their children or 
even their grandchildren. These brave 
men and women rely on the VA for 
their healthcare, but many of them are 
forced to miss appointments or forgo 
treatment altogether because they 
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